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QUARTERLY BOARD MEETING 

 OF THE 

 STATE PLUMBING BOARD OF LOUISIANA

BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA

December 14, 2023
The Quarterly Board Meeting of the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana was called to order by Chairman, Michael Joiner, at _10:03_ a.m.

The following persons were in attendance:

	BOARD MEMBERS
	ADVISORY BOARD 
	       STAFF
	                        GUESTS

	Chairman Michael Joiner
	Ellis Bourque
	Ashley J. Tullier
	Julie Richard-Spencer -Legal Counsel

	Vice-Chairman 

Jonathan (Jake) Causey
	
	Kaci Day
	David McMillin 

	Secretary/Treasurer

Rickey Fabra
	Leon Molinaro 
	Diana Cutrer
	DJ Berger

	Carl Bourgeois
	Aubrey Brand 
	Kayleigh Smith 
	Chase McMillin 

	Kevin Brown 
	Michael Eilers 
	Latasha Stills
	Crystal Carter

	Doyle(Lynn) Solly
	Wayne LaFleur 
	Blaine Matte
	Catherine Vincent 

	Terry Smith 
	Todd Billiot 
	Glen Gremillion
	Gary Wild

	
	
	Jim York
	Mitch LeBas

	
	
	Nicholas Dykes
	Jay Huckabee

	
	
	Stephen Campbell
	John Cupit

	
	
	William Easterling
	William Fowlkes

	
	
	Fred Fontenot 
	Jesse Shano

	
	
	Pat Olivier
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


INVOCATION: Terry Smith
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
ROLL CALL: Diana Cutrer
PRESENTATIONS

NONE
ADOPTION OF AGENDA

MOTION:      TO ADOPT DECEMBER 14, 2023, AGENDA.
MOTION:
JAKE CAUSEY 
SECOND:      TERRY SMITH
MOTION:      CARRIED 
SPECIAL BUSINESS 
NONE

ENFORCEMENT
A.) Enforcement Appeal – David McMillin
Mr. McMillin requests to appeal his violation of the use of unlicensed personnel.  
MOTION:      TO REDUCE THE ENFORCEMENT FEE of $500 TO HALF.  
MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA

SECOND:      TERY SMITH
MOTION:      CARRIED 

B.) Enforcement Appeal –Ronald Wild
Mr. Wild requests to appeal his violation of advertising plumbing work without a license.  
MOTION: 
TO DISMISS THE ENFORCEMENT VIOLATION AND FEE. 
MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA
SECOND:      TERRY SMITH
MOTION:      CARRIED 
C.) Enforcement Appeal –John Cupit 
Mr. Cupit requests to appeal his violation of advertising plumbing work without a license. 

MOTION: 
TO DENY THE APPEAL REQUEST- VIOLATION STANDS. 
MOTION:
TERRY SMITH 

SECOND:       JAKE CAUSEY
MOTION:      CARRIED 

D.) Enforcement Appeal –Gary Wild
Mr. Wild requests to appeal his violation of advertising plumbing work without a license.  
MOTION: 
TO REDUCE THE ENFORCEMENT FEE OF $500 TO HALF  
MOTION:
TERRY SMITH 

SECOND:      RICKEY FABRA 
MOTION:      CARRIED 

E.) Enforcement Appeal –Gary Lindsay

 


Mr. Linsday requested to be moved to the February meeting. 

COMMITTEE REPORT

A.) CPE Committee—Chairman Michael Joiner reported.

The committee has not met since the August 10, 2024, meeting, but the CPE books for next year have been given to the Board for approval and we are in the process of that right now. We are featuring the anniversary of the Board being established, of 100 years in this year's edition. We look forward to January's Train The Trainer event.     
B.) WSPS Committee—Vice-Chairman Jonathan Causey 
The WSPS Committee met last month and did an overview of current laws and regulations. We have overseen the WSPS endorsement for the plumbing license and discussed a sort of movement toward the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) Accreditation or third-party license backflow prevention assembly testers, as well as reviewed the current Board-approved programs. The committee voted on several recommendations to bring before the Board. The following recommendations are:
1. Accept the American Backflow Prevention Association (ABPA) as a nationally recognized program.

2. American Society of Sanitary Engineering (ASSE) or ABPA should be required beginning January 1, 2025

3. WSPS endorsement holders shall not be required to have ASSE or ABPA certifications until their current certification expires. 

4. Consider accepting and/or requiring ANSI accreditation in the future.

5. Specify on all WSPS endorsements held by irrigators indicating on their license that the WSPS is “irrigation only”. 
PREVIOUS MINUTES

MOTION:
TO ACCEPT AUGUST 24, 2023, MINUTES AS RECORDED. 



MOTION:
TERRY SMITH


SECOND:
RICKEY FABRA


MOTION: 
CARRIED
FINANCIAL REPORT

A.) Financial Report – Secretary/Treasurer- Rickey Fabra
MOTION:
TO ACCEPT THE FINANCIAL REPORT AS RECORDED.


MOTION:
TERRY SMITH


SECOND:
JAKE CAUSEY 


MOTION:
CARRIED

B.) 2025 Budget-Secretary/Treasurer- Rickey Fabra

MOTION:
TO ACCEPT THE 2025 BUDGET.



MOTION:
TERRY SMITH



SECOND:
CARL BOURGEOIS 



MOTION:
CARRIED

C.) Hancock Whitney Bank resolution change-Secretary/Treasurer- Rickey Fabra 


The resolution is to: 

Remove:      DaKacia York

Add:             Kacy Day 

Confirm:     Michael Joiner-Chairman/President


         Rickey Fabra-Secretary/Treasurer


 





         Ashley Elaine Jones-Executive Director

MOTION:
TO ACCEPT THE RESOLUTION CHANGE.



MOTION:
TERRY SMITH



SECOND:
JAKE CAUSEY



MOTION:
CARRIED

ADVISORY COMMITTEE REPORT
The Advisory Committee member, Mr. Aubrey Brand, reported the continued discussion of digital enforcement on social media/online. It is an issue that keeps coming up. As we have seen her today. 
One recommendation is the committee would like the Board to budget money and consider an educational campaign like other Boards do to teach the public that they need to use a licensed and insured plumber. We can’t stop these people but if we can stop other people using them, it might help. 
ENFORCEMENT OFFICER REPORT

The enforcement officers each gave their reports.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT
The Executive Director, Ms. Ashley Tullier, reported an update on final rules regarding the reduction of hours for indentured apprentices, and all changes specific to ACT 152 were heard by the Occupational Licensing Review Commission last week and were approved. All rules will be published on January 20th. 
The staff has prepared all the new examination forms and those will be posted January 1st as well as the website to be updated to reflect those changes. 

All 2021 ICC Code exams are on track and are expected to begin in January. The Boards staff created a document notifying examinees scheduled in 2024 of the changes and what materials they will need. 
Our online renewals went live on November 1st. It appears to be an easier system and we have received great feedback from licensees. It does appear that paper renewals are taking some time to get to the office based on the postmark, so we would strongly encourage those who are renewing in December to utilize the online system. 
To update the public on the dual pathway to licensure, the indentured program prior to the law changes had approximately 635 apprentices, after the August 1st law change, we have seen that number increase to 916. 

As a reminder, all CPE Instructors are required to attend the 2024 Train the Trainer event in Many on January 27th. I do believe the room block is close to ending so please ensure that you have booked your rooms. 
Also, the 2024 Exam schedule has been finalized and we will be sending those out next week. We do have an exam on the same date as Train the Trainer, so the staff ensured that persons who were not attending were scheduled. 
We intend on having our mandatory examiner and custodian training on the first exam date on January 20th. Approved examiners will receive their confirmation once the date is confirmed. 
OLD BUSINESS

A.) Arkansas Reciprocation 

PC: 

NONE

MOTION:
TO ACCEPT THE RECIPROCATION AGREEMENT.


 
MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA

 

SECOND:
DOYLE SOLLY

 

MOTION:
CARRIED

B.) Water Supply Protection Specialist (WSPS) Recommendations

PC: 

NONE

MOTION:
TO ACCEPT THE RECOMMENDATION


 
MOTION:
TERRY SMITH

 

SECOND:
RICKEY FABRA

 

MOTION:
CARRIED

C.) Exam Reports

1.) TRADESMAN EXAMINATION

a.) October 21, 2023—Johnnie Marcade

2.) JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER EXAMINATIONS

a.) September 14, 2023—Executive Director Ashley Jones 

b.) October 7, 2023- Kevin Brown  

c.) October 14, 2023 – Vice-Chairman Jonathan Causey

 

    d.)    October 28, 2023 – Secretary/Treasurer Rickey Fabra 

3.)  MASTER PLUMBER EXAMINATIONS 

a.)   September 23, 2023— Vice-Chairman Jonathan Causey

b.)   October 26, 2023—Johnnie Marcade 

c.)   November 4, 2023— Executive Director Ashley Jones

d.)   November 14, 2023—Johnnie Marcade 

        4.)   NATURAL GAS FITTER EXAMINATION


  a.)

September 9, 2023—Secretary/Treasurer Rickey Fabra

b.)

September 16, 2023—Kevin Brown

c.)  
 December 2, 2023—Kevin Brown 

d.)
 December 9, 2023— Vice-Chairman Jonathan Causey

        5.)   MASTER NATURAL GAS FITTER EXAMINATION

a.) November 18, 2023—Johnnie Marcade 

NEW BUSINESS
A.) MR. ELECTRIC-PROPOSAL
PC:

NONE

MOTION: 
TO OBTAIN A NEW PROPOSAL AND ADD $1500 TO THE ALLOWANCE TO CHANGE ALL OF THE SHOP LIGHTS TO LED.  
MOTION: 
RICKEY FABRA  

SECOND: 
KEVIN BROWN
MOTION: 
CARRIED

B.) 2024 CPE PROVIDER APPROVAL
PC: 

NONE 

MOTION: 
TO APPROVE THE 2024 CPE PROVIDERS 
MOTION: 
TERRY SMITH 
SECOND: 
CARL BOURGEOIS 
MOTION: 
CARRIED
C.) 2024 CPE NEW INSTRUCTOR APPROVAL 
PC: 

NONE
MOTION:  
TO APPROVE THE 2024 NEW CPE INSTRUCTORS  

MOTION: 
DOYLE SOLLY
SECOND: 
CARL BOURGEOIS
MOTION:
CARRIED
DATES FOR THE 2024 BOARD MEETING
February 29, 2024

May 16, 2024

August 22, 2024

December 12, 2024
MOTION:
TO ACCEPT THE 2024 BOARD MEETING DATES

MOTION:
TERRY SMITH 

SECOND:
CARL BOURGEOIS

MOTION:
CARRIED

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:
TO ADJOURN THE ANNUAL BOARD MEETING AT 11:05 AM
MOTION:
TERRY SMITH   
SECOND:
JAKE CAUSEY 
MOTION:
CARRIED







Respectfully Submitted,







____________________________________







Michael Joiner, Chairman







____________________________________







Rickey Fabra, Secretary/ Treasurer

